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Internet terms for beginners	  
	  
	  
Web / Internet / Online 
	  
The Internet is bigger than the web as it includes things like email and 
communications across the world. 
The Web is the bit that allows you to view information stored on servers anywhere in 
the world and can be seen through your browser. 
Being ‘online’ describes you being connected to the internet whether through looking 
at web pages or sending and receiving email.	   
	  
Browser 
	  
A Browser is a free software package to view web pages on your computer, tablet or 
smartphone 
	  
Browsing / surfing 
	  
Describes looking at web pages and following links from one page to another.  
 
https / encryption 
	  
http is an acronym meaning ‘hypertext transfer protocol’ a fancy term for the common 
language of the web allowing all the web pages to talk to each other. The ‘s’ means 
the page you are looking at is encrypted and secure. 
Encryption describes the process of encoding the data sent over the networks to 
ensure it can’t be understood if intercepted.	  
	  
URL / address 
	  
Another acronym, meaning ‘Uniform Resource Locators’ but usually referred to as a 
web address. It is the bit starting www and often ends in .com or .co.uk. Your 
‘address bar’ is the area at the top of your browser where you enter your URL or 
address to visit the web page 
	  
IP address 
	  
All computers connected to the internet have an IP ‘internet protocol’ address. This 
can be used to track what you do on the web. 
	  
Email / Spam / Scam emails 
	  
Messages sent over the Internet are described as electronic mail, shortened to email.  
Spam messages are unsolicited emails usually containing advertising – these are 
treated as junk mail. 
Scam emails are messages trying to trick the recipient into an action such as 
providing money or personal details. 


